
 
 

 
 

St. Madeleine Catholic School 
Faith*College*Career*Service*Saint*Heaven 

To Educate and Empower Our Future Catholic Leaders! 
  24th of November in the Year of Our Lord 2020  

 
“I Will Give Thanks to You, Lord, With All My Heart.  I Will Tell of 

All Your Wonderful Deeds.”  Psalm 9:1 
 

Dear Parents: 
It is with great Joy that I formally announce that our Waiver to Open our TK4 – 2nd Grade was 
Approved on November 2.  After I received that notification, we had to wait for the Site Visit/Walk 
Through by the Department of Public Health which occurred yesterday.  We passed with flying colors!  
After that visit, I had to wait for the final documentation signed off by the supervisor of the site visit.  
That document did not arrive until late Monday afternoon.  So today, Tuesday, I can now write to you 
since all the requirements are approved and in place.   
 
The preparation to open our school actually began on June 23, 2020.  On this date, the Archdiocese of 
Los Angeles released Starting the School Year Smart, guidance for On-Campus Instruction.  This 
was an excellent document which clearly outlined all the expectations.  It was in late June that we 
began to convert our campus to welcome back out students…the 6 foot distance images were painted 
on the walkways; hand sanitizer dispensers were mounted outside all the classrooms; signage was 
designed, printed and posted for all on campus expectations; gloves, masks, shields, thermometers, etc.. 
were purchased.  The list goes on as the we have been working non-stop since our school closed to 
prepare for the day our children would return.   
 
During this time of Gratitude, I begin by expressing my deepest gratitude to Mrs. Capaldi, who has 
been a steadfast, honest and detail-oriented member of my Compliance Team.  The application from 
the Los Angeles County Department of Public Health was seventeen (17) pages, filled with specific 
questions to be answered and requirements to be met.  With Mrs. Capaldi at my side, we were 
committed to developing the best Compliance Plan for St. Madeleine; committed to implementing 
every policy that would ensure the health and safety of our children, parents, staff and teachers.  We 
left no stone unturned and continue to this day to revise our documents as best serves the interest of our 
community.  Please visit the school website, www.stmadeleineschool.org to read the entire document.   
From the Home Page under News and Events click on the link which will take you to the Approved 
TK-2 Waiver.  Follow that link follow to the COVID 19 information page which includes the approval 
letter and our school’s COVID 19 Containment, Compliance and Control Plan.  
 



 
The teachers and I have met to discuss the best time to open and have decided to wait until January 5, 
2021 as our First Day of School.  The current uptick in transmission along with the beginning of the 
holiday season were two key factors.   This time will also allow us to fine tune details on campus and 
review our document with fresh eyes.   
 
My Gratitude to the Teachers who are Exemplary Models of Commitment to their Catholic 
Teaching Vocation.  Their number one priority is always their students.  As such, writing lesson plans 
is an endeavor that takes a tremendous amount of time and effort to reach the level of effective 
instruction that is our norm.  Their willingness to reach out to each student and parent, on a daily basis, 
is Christ-like in so many ways.  Our daily goal is to support and partner with every student and parent, 
so no one feels alone, overwhelmed or lost.  Despite the hours to prepare instruction, getting the 
classrooms ready per the compliance requirements added another layer of time needed to an already 
busy life.  To Mrs. Capaldi, Ms. Torres, Ms. Ramirez, Mrs. Leyva and Mr. Murillo you are the 
Best!  It is a Blessing to spend my days with you!  Thank You Ms. Torres for your gift of 
understanding technology.  Creating our video to announce our opening allowed us the time to 
celebrate, laugh and for a few precious minutes let go of our anxiety and worries. 
 
As we prepare for January 5, I recognize that some parents might be hesitant or not ready to have their 
children return to in person instruction.  I am meeting with teachers and gathering information from the 
Excellence Committee as the Department of Catholic Schools to develop the best options to meet the 
needs of all students and parents.  The Waiver only allows twelve (12) students per class/grade.  
Therefore, in a multiage classroom, Kindergarten and 1st grade for example, when one grade has an 
enrollment of 12, the grades will be separated.  Hybrid Instruction is an Option for students whose 
parents prefer not to send children to school or for health reasons must remain at home and continue 
with Distance Learning.  However, I will be evaluating the effectiveness and best practices for this 
option as our goal is to provide effective instruction to all students.   
 
Parents I ask that you first Read the Compliance Document to become familiar with all the Policies 
and Procedures we have put in place.  If you would like a hard copy, please stop by the front office to 
pick one up. (Monday- Friday 8am – 1pm).  After, please call Heidi in the front office the week of 
November 30 and please let her know if you plan on sending your child/children back to school on 
January 5 so I may reserve their spot.   This will allow me to see how many enrollment spots we have 
in each classroom.  Please reach out to me if you would like a Personal Walk-Through of the 
Campus.  Reading the Compliance Document is only a small peek into the changes we have made.  
Seeing everything in person is very telling of the attention we have given to every requirement.   
Mrs. Capaldi (Compliance Leader) or I will be glad to schedule personal time for this and to answer 
any of your questions.  Please leave a message with Heidi if you would like to schedule a Walk- 
Through. 
 
I understand and am keeping up to date on the latest research for young children.  The Department of 
Catholic Schools has been of tremendous information and support during the application process.  
There are also Catholic schools who are already open in the Archdiocese of Los Angeles and they serve 
as successful models of what is possible. (St. Luke-Temple City and Holy Angels-Arcadia.)  The 



Department of Catholic Schools will continue to be the resource I reach out to as they continue to 
provide the guidance and support based on data and research.     
 
Thank You Parents!  Distance Learning is hard! Yet, I am Thankful for your willingness to learn and 
teach; the lesson plans are quite extensive and demanding, but I always stay focused on the bigger 
picture; the future of our children and how well are we preparing them for success in academics, career 
and life.  As we begin the 2nd Quarter, we look forward to working with you and your child; there are 
not many things more rewarding to a teacher then watching the growth of their students.  Please 
continue with the current lesson plans with completed work being due the week of November 30 when 
we return form Thanksgiving break.  The teachers will send a message via DOJO for the specific date 
of drop-off and pick-up of the new lesson plan.  
 
The following calendar was sent home previously, but here are some important dates: 
 

Monday November 23 Regular School Day 
Tuesday November 24-27 NO SCHOOL – Thanksgiving Celebration Break 
Monday November 30 Instruction Begins – Completed Work Dropped Off This Wee 
     New Lesson Plan Go Home This Week 
Friday December 18 Last Day of School  
Saturday December 19 – Monday January 4, 2021 Christmas Break 
Tuesday January 5, 2021 1st Day of School – Welcome Back Students! 
 

My Prayer as we move forward is for myself and the teachers; may we find the strength to continue 
our ministry and vocation of teaching with generosity and joy knowing that the work we do is forming 
our future Catholic leaders.  Thank You Parents who have reached out with your kind words, patience 

and understanding during this most difficult time.  COVID is not easy on any of us and we as 
teachers miss our children tremendously.  

 

Sincerely Yours in Christ,  
Ms. Maria Irma Jimenez - Principal       
“Speak Lord, Your Servant is Listening. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 




